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[image: ]Durham School’s Earth Hour 2021: Friday 26th March, 2 - 3pm
Every year, on the last Saturday of March, millions of people around the world take part in Earth Hour. During the Earth Hour switch off, people turn off their lights and other electrical items for one hour, to show their support for our planet. Big landmarks, such as the Empire State Building, the Eiffel Tower and Big Ben, also take part in the switch off. But Earth Hour goes far beyond the switch off; it highlights the issue of climate change and the impact it is having around the globe and shows how collective action can make a difference.
This year the official Earth Hour will be on Saturday 27th March, 8:30pm - 9:30pm. Every year Durham County Council encourages Durham Schools to take part in the Durham School’s Earth Hour on the Friday before. This year the Durham School’s Earth Hour will be on Friday 26th March, 2 - 3pm. 

Taking Part in the Durham School’s Earth Hour 2021
A switch off is when all staff and pupils switch off as many electrical items as possible so that your school is running on minimum electricity. Earth Hour suggests that you run the switch off for one hour but you may wish to do it for longer.
Why should our school take part?
· Staff and pupil behavioural change is one of the easiest ways to save energy. Having a whole school switch off can help staff and pupils to see what electrical items should be switched off, when no longer in use, to save electricity.
· Earth Hour is a global movement to show that we collectively care for the future of our planet. By taking part in Earth Hour, staff and pupils can feel part of this global movement and be inspired to make changes both in school and at home.
· Reducing electricity usage can make financial savings for your school.
· Reducing electricity usage reduces your school’s associated carbon emissions (from fossil fuels that are burnt to make electricity) and therefore contributes towards safeguarding the environment for current and future generations. 
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[image: ]Organising an Earth Hour Switch Off
· Decide what time you will start the switch off and how long it will last.
· Decide what you will switch off. Use the What Should We Switch Off? Guide in this resource pack to help you.
· Plan activities for classes across the school to take part in, either during the Earth Hour Switch Off (without electricity!) or throughout the day. You will find lots of lesson and activity ideas below.
· Plan an assembly to raise awareness of Earth Hour and why you are taking part. Contact your ECO2 Smart Schools Officer to book in a virtual Earth Hour assembly or email info@oasesnortheast.org.uk if you are not sure who your ECO2 Smart Schools Officer is.

Useful Links
https://www.wwf.org.uk/earth-hour
https://www.earthhour.org/

Earth Hour: Outdoor Activities (Primary)
EYFS
Nature Scavenger Hunt 
Using the nature Explorers Sheet, can children find all the different items outdoors (such as a stick, something soft and a green leaf)?  
Corresponding Resources: Nature Explorers Scavenger Hunt
Outdoor Journey
Take the opportunity to go outside during Earth Hour to explore a local area. This could be a journey through the nursery/school grounds, a local woodland or through the local park. Talk about or ask the children to draw what you see and hear on the outdoor journey. During or after the journey, discuss with the children what they like about their local outdoor area, e.g. perhaps it has lots of trees, and what they don’t like about their local outdoor area 

KS1
Natural Art
Children create art outdoors, using natural materials such as sticks, leaves and stones. You could give the children a theme, such as create an animal from the UK or create an Earth for Earth Hour. 
Bird Feeders
Re-use old yoghurt pots, plastic bottles or similar to create bird feeders for the school grounds or local community. The RSPB has some great step-by-step guides for this: https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/games-and-activities/activities/make-a-speedy-bird-cake/ or https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/games-and-activities/activities/make-a-recycled-bird-feeder/
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[image: ]e.g. perhaps it has litter. This encourages the children to begin to think about and care for their local environment and why it is important to look after it. 

KS1
Natural Art
Can the children create art outdoors, using natural materials such as sticks, leaves and stones? You could give the children a theme, such as create an animal from the UK or create an Earth for Earth Hour. 
Bird Feeders
Re-use old yoghurt pots, plastic bottles or similar to create bird feeders for the school grounds or local community. The RSPB has some great step-by-step guides for this: https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/games-and-activities/activities/make-a-speedy-bird-cake/ or https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/games-and-activities/activities/make-a-recycled-bird-feeder/
 A Miniature World
Use magnifying glasses to explore what the world might look like from a minibeasts’ perspective. Can the children find any minibeasts, recording or drawing what they find? The Woodland Trust has some good ID sheets to help with identification: https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/media/48349/minibeast-hunt.pdf
[bookmark: _GoBack]Wildlife Watch
Can the children spot any wildlife in the school grounds or local community? Record what they have found in a table or by drawing pictures. 
Outdoor Journey
Take the opportunity to go outside during Earth Hour to explore a local area. This could be a journey through the nursery/school grounds, a local woodland or through the local park. Talk about or ask the children to draw what you see and hear on the outdoor journey. During or after the journey, discuss with the children what they like about their local outdoor area, e.g. perhaps it has lots of trees, and what they don’t like about their local outdoor area e.g. 
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perhaps it has litter. This encourages the children to think about and care for their local environment and why it is important to look after it. 

KS2
 Magnified Art
Give children magnifying glasses to hunt outdoors and find a pattern or texture that they would like to draw. This could be the details on a leaf, the pattern on a bug crawling through the undergrowth, the texture of tree bark, etc.
Earth Hour Explorers
Hang up the Earth Hour Fact Cards around an outdoor area. Split the children into groups and set a time limit for all the groups to try and find and read all the facts in a certain time. Once time is up, get all the groups to participate in the Earth Hour Quiz, which is based on the Earth Hour Fact Cards. 
Corresponding Resources: Earth Hour Fact Cards and Earth Hour Quiz
Improving Biodiversity
Can the children think of any ways to improve biodiversity (i.e. the variety of plant and animal species)? After discussing ideas (e.g. planting more trees, creating animal habitats, sowing wildflower seeds), go on a walk round the school grounds or local areas with the children. Can they draw a design or create a plan of action to improve the biodiversity? 
Environmental Art
Using natural materials, can the children create art to raise awareness of Earth Hour?  
Bird Feeders
Re-use old yoghurt pots, plastic bottles or similar to create bird feeders for the school grounds or local community. The RSPB has some great step-by-step guides for this: https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/games-and-activities/activities/make-a-speedy-bird-cake/ or https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/games-and-activities/activities/make-a-recycled-bird-feeder/
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EYFS
Energy Superheroes
Children will learn about where electricity comes from, using the how does electricity get to my house sequence cards. Children then become energy superheroes, whose mission it is to save energy, by colouring in and putting on an Energy Superhero mask. As Energy Superheroes the children will explore what uses electricity in the classroom, using the electricity hunt template, and learn about why it is important to switch off things that use electricity when they are not in use. 
Corresponding Resources: EYFS Energy Superheroes

KS1
Animal Habitats and Climate Change
Children will learn about how different animals are adapted to their habitats and therefore why climate change is impact many different species around the world.
Focusing on polar bears as a case study, children carry out an experiment to explore the effects of rising sea temperatures on ice in the Arctic. Have two containers; one filled with warm water and one filled with cold water. Put some ice in each of the containers and time how long it takes for the ice to melt. In which container did the ice melt the fastest? If the sea temperatures are rising how is this going to affect ice in the Arctic?
Then play the exciting and active polar bear game that helps children to understand the proportion of sea ice that has melted due to climate change and the consequences of this on polar bear’s habitat. 
Corresponding Resources: Animal Habitats and Climate Change PowerPoint, Melting Ice Experiment, Polar Bear Game 
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Consider how people in the past lived without electricity (e.g. people used candles to light their home and fires to warm their bath water). Do the children think they could survive without electricity? 
You could then discuss how people cooked without electricity (they used fires or ate cold food). Make a food dish without any electricity, such as a sandwich or a fruit salad. 
Without electricity, there was no internet, television, etc. so what activities did children do in the past? Go outside and play traditional playground games outside, such as hopscotch, skipping ropes, duck duck goose, chalk drawings, etc.
 
KS2
 Electricity Use Graph
Look at an Energy Manager Live graph of your schools daily electricity usage (contact your ECO2 Smart Schools Officer for support with logging in and using Energy Manager Live). What time does your school use the most electricity? What time does your school use the least electricity? Discuss what uses electricity in the school. Hold a meeting with your class to decide how to reduce electricity use in your class/the rest of the school e.g. elect a switch off monitor, make posters, have a lesson without using electricity every week, etc. 
Renewables Debate
Split the children into small groups for a debate. Half of the groups will be arguing for the use of renewables, such as wind and solar, to make electricity and the other half of the groups will be arguing for the use of non-renewables. 
Corresponding Resources: Renewables Debate 
 Letter Home
Can children write a persuasive letter home, explaining what Earth Hour is and detailing why their parents/carers should take part in Earth Hour at home on Saturday 27th March, 8:30 - 9:30pm?
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