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Over 4000 pupils took part in the ECO2 Smart
Schools Climate Conference in 2021. This booklet has
been created using their research, thoughts and
feelings about climate change. 

"People think this problem should be solved by
our generation. We think climate change is a big
problem and not enough is being done by your

generations" - Young People, Romania
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Young People's Requests
To Governments

"Communicate more" - Grammar School 1,
Russia

"Explore other methods of fuels for
vehicles" - Class 6CG, UK

"Listen to us. Our ideas can change the
world" - Young Person, Italy

"Plant more trees" - Ekaterina, Russia

"It is your responsibility to take action against
water pollution and you need to keep us

informed about the action you are taking" -
Class 8.B, Hungary

"Protect and restore habitats that store
carbon" - Year 5 Class, UK

"Create strict rules about pollution" -
Ardeleanu, Romania

"It's time to take some action" - Anaisha,
India



"Upgrade the heating controls in schools
so we can reduce energy wastage" - Colta,

Romania

Young People's Requests
To Local Authorities

"Provide better bus services" - S2 Class, UK

"Plant more flowers in the town" - Young
Person, Russia

"Ban cars in the city" - Esh Winning
Primary School, UK

"Listen to our ideas and spread awareness" - St
Joseph's Catholic Primary School, UK

"Us youth hope to see more action taken.
Create and release your plans of action" -

Aarush, India.

"Find space for more trees" - Young
Person, Italy



Young People's Requests
To Schools

"We would like schools to provide more and not
sugarcoated information [on climate change] to all

the students across all subjects. We think it is
important to know how bad the situation is" -

Diemante, Noor and Yousra, Germany

Install bike racks to encourage more 
of us to come to school on our bike" - Grapă,

Romania

"Give us time to share our ideas and actions
with each other. We can work together to solve

climate change" - Young Person, India. 

"Help us to raise awareness and
individual responsibility" - 8.B and 8.AB,

Hungary

"Install solar panels on the roof" -
Olesya, Russia

" Switch off the lights and use the
sunlight to light classrooms" - Year 5

Class, UK



France

We have experienced some of the greatest annual temperature increases of any
country in Europe. A heatwave in 2019 saw record high temperatures of 45.9°C.
The impact of rising temperatures can be seen in our glaciers, located in France's
mountainous regions, which as a result are melting. Noticeable changes can be
seen in France's largest glacier, Mer de Glace, which can be reached by steps down
from a cable car station located on the mountainside. In 1988 you only needed to
walk down 3 steps to reach the top of the glacier. Now there are 580 steps down to
the glacier, with 80 of these added in 2021 alone. 

Climate Change Impacts

How are Schools in France Taking Action Against
Climate Change? 
College Froehlicher, Sissone
Students from different villages travel to our school everyday. We are encouraging
carpooling when taking the bus is not an option and they live to far away to cycle or
walk.
We buy ingredients for our school lunches from local farms. We compost food
waste at school and we are encouraging students to also start composting at home.
We don't wear school uniforms in France so students come to school in their own
clothes. To help combat fast fashion we are organising a second hand clothes
market where students can exchange their clothes. We also have some gifted
parents and teachers who use their sewing skills to transform damaged clothes into
new objects such as bags and hair accessories. 
Students have asked the school committee to invest in an old-fashioned push
mower to mow the lawn with instead of a petrol powered mower.

"We are certain we can make a greenhouse gas emission difference by promoting
clean transport to school" 
Pupils, College Froehlicher. 



Germany

We have been experiencing more intense heatwaves in the summer as well as
heavy rainfall and flooding. In July 2021, a storm resulted in extreme rainfall over 2
days in some regions; the resultant flooding led to 196 deaths.

"Germany already experienced quite extreme flooding this summer. That really
concerned us because flooding can severely damage or submerge houses, lives and
even cities."                                                                                                                    
 Deimante, Noor and Yousra, Andreas-Vesalius-Gymnasium Wesel. 

Climate Change Impacts

How are Schools in Germany Taking Action Against
Climate Change? 
Andreas-Vesalius-Gymnasium, Wesel
We have invested in solar panels to generate electricity in a renewable way.
We have installed water fountains in the hallways to encourage students to use
reusable water bottles. 
We have planted trees and bushes around the school.
We are creating more habitats to encourage wildlife to live in and visit our school
grounds. 
. 



Hungary

We are experiencing violent downpours and flooding. This high level of rainfall has
resulted in increased rates of water pollution. 

"Water pollution is a serious problem in our area" -                                                       
 Class 8.B and Class 8.AB.

Climate Change Impacts

How are Schools in Hungary Taking Action Against
Climate Change? 

Writing creative and personal stories about Tisza river
Taking photographs and creating pieces of art
Removing pollutants from our local river and lake

Kossuth Lajos Secondary Grammar School and Primary School
 Our school is located near the Tisza river and Tisza lake. To stir up passion for our
local river and lake, we encourage students to design innovative projects and
campaigns that promote and protect healthy waterways such as:

"By doing this, they can learn more about our river and how to keep the flow of this
river powerful and sustainable" 
Dr. Pásztorné dr. Vass Anikó, Head Teacher

We also plant trees in our school grounds 
and turn off electronic devices when not in 
use to avoid wasting energy. 



Whilst heavy rain and flooding in India is not uncommon during the monsoon
season, the intensity of the rain has increased in recent times. Additionally, warming
in oceans is causing moisture-rich air to reach the Himalayan region, resulting in
cloudbursts. Cloudbursts are an extreme amount of rainfall in a short period of
time and at least 26 occurred from January to July 2021:
"Both my parents were caught in an extremely terrifying flood. The water level in
this flood was almost to the roofs of some cars, while others were completely
submerged underwater. My parents were barely able to make it home safely
without encountering dangerous levels of water at every turn of the road. The levels
of water were unlike anything ever seen before."
Kyra, Jamnabai Narsee School.

Our urban areas are expanding, and combined with extreme climate events, such
as intensified heatwaves, this is posing human health risks:
"My friend has frequent asthma attacks because of the pollution in our area. My
sister also has frequent wheezing because of climate change in India."
Joanna, Jamnabai Narsee School.

India
Climate Change Impacts

How are Schools in India Taking Action Against
Climate Change? 
Jamnabai Narsee School
Even though we are situated in a concrete forest, our school has over 100 trees and
20 different species of plant, which the students are encouraged to grow and
spread awareness of their importance. 
We organise a book collection drive at the end of each school year where students
can donate their books to younger students. 

Nehru World School
We have an eco club where students come up with and carry out actions to make
our school more sustainable and spread awareness about climate change in the
school and local community. 



Romania

In the winter it doesn't snow as much as it used to; we are getting little to no snow. 
In the summer, there is either too little water or too much water; we are
experiencing lots of flooding. 
We are also worried about pollution levels in our country which are mostly caused
by vehicle emissions, power generation and industry.

"A big part of our CO2 emissions that affect the atmosphere are coming from the
vehicles that run on fossil fuels" 
Gabriel, Roman Vodă National College

Climate Change Impacts

How are Schools in Romania Taking Action Against
Climate Change? 

Roman Vodă National College
Twice annually students participate in a special event where they plant trees and
bushes in the area around the school.
To help make students more responsible for the planet, we have ecology lessons in
all grades.
A group of our students are developing a 'bio shop' which students and teachers
can buy from during break and lunchtime. The store will sell healthy food at
affordable prices, sourced from local producers to reduce food miles.



Russia

Forest fires - 17 million hectares of forest were burnt in summer 2021 in Siberia
and in the far East.
Drought - drought caused by heatwaves, are causing crop failure across several
regions in Russia. Farmers in the Tyumen region reported a 50% loss in crops.
As a result, there has been a reduced supply of food for the population; the
price of potatoes, carrots and beet rose several times during summer 2021. In
spring 2021, a kilogram of beet could be bought for 30 - 40 rubles, where as in
summer 2021 the price rose to hundreds of rubles.
Floods - many Russian settlements were under water in Spring 2021 because of
flooding. 

As the largest country in the world, Russia is experiencing different climate change
impacts across it's different regions. This includes:

"It was too hot this summer. There were wildfires" -                                                       
 Pupil, R. A. Naumov Secondary School No 13.

Climate Change Impacts

How are Schools in Russia Taking Action Against
Climate Change? 
R.A. Naumov Secondary School No 13, Kostrama
Twice annually students participate in a special event where they plant trees and
bushes in the area around the school.
To help make students more responsible for the planet, we have ecology lessons in
all grades.

Gymnasium 28, Kostrama
We switch off the lights on sunny days to help save electricity.
We plant trees and bulbs in the local area.
Older students organise games and quizzes for younger pupils to help them learn
about climate change and improve their environmental knowledge. 



Tanzania

Our temperatures have increased and the rains are not falling as they used to. As a
result we are having droughts. Lots of people here work as farmers and they
depend on rainfall. These droughts are making it much harder for them to produce
crops and keep livestock.

"Here in Tanzania it's very hot" 
Cassie, Mother of Mercy Junior Academy

In urban areas we are experiencing air pollution; there are always
traffic jams in the city centre. We are also getting more frequent
and severe floods which make it difficult to travel around and can
cause power outages.

 

Climate Change Impacts

How are Schools in Tanzania Taking Action Against
Climate Change? 
Mother of Mercy Junior Academy 
Our students are ambassadors of environmental conservation, spreading the word
in our local community. 



UK

Heavy rainfall is happening more frequently and so we are experiencing flooding
across the UK. Rising sea levels are causing more storm surges, where water from
the sea rises quickly; many people here live near the coast and water from these
storm surges can break through flood defences, causing damage to our homes. 

"We don't want to see places that we love get flooded" 
Year 5, St Joseph's Catholic Primary.

We are also seeing a change in our seasons. Our winters are getting warmer but we
are getting unseasonal snow - this year we had snow falling in May. 

Climate Change Impacts

How are Schools in the UK Taking Action Against
Climate Change? 
Easington Colliery Primary School
We put stickers on our lights to remind us to switch them off when we are no longer
using them.
We order our lunches in advance so our cooks know exactly how much of
everything to prepare; this reduces food waste.

Westlea Primary
We have two wilderness gardens where we let the grass and plants grow freely. This
provides a habitat for lots of insects and produces some beautiful wildflowers for
pollinators.
We have an eco-warriors group who meet to help our school and community be
more proactive in thinking about ways to protect the environment. 

Villa Real School
We created insect homes in our school to provide habitats for minibeasts. 
We grow fruit and vegetables in our school garden and enjoy harvesting our
produce.



USA

As a large country, climate change is impacting our different regions in different
ways. Extreme weather events are happening more frequently; some states are
getting more intense and frequent hurricanes, some states are experiencing
flooding whilst other states are experiencing droughts and heatwaves. 

"Climate change is dangerous. It can harm us, the Earth and 
the animals."
Kalena and Dominique, Mitchell Elementary

Climate change is also leading to an increase in wildfires here. In California,
2,487,887 acres have burned so far in 2021.

Climate Change Impacts

How are Schools in the USA Taking Action Against
Climate Change? 
Mitchell Elementary, Ann Arbour
Our students have been taking part in a project called sharing the planet. Each
student researched a theme of their interest, such as sustainable energy or the
impact of climate change on coral reefs, and produced a short essay and video
sharing their findings with the other students and wider school community. You can
view all of the student's projects on our website:
https://sites.google.com/aaps.k12.mi.us/mitchellpypexhibition/home


