
 

  

COP (Conference of the Parties) 
  

The UNFCCC 

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was established in 

1992 at the Rio Earth Summit. It is a treaty which provides a framework for international co-

operation to combat climate change. Currently there are 197 countries, known as parties, in 

the convention. 

  

COP (Conference of the Parties) 

After the UNFCCC was established, an annual Conference of the Parties (COP) began. COP 1, 

the first conference of the parties, was held in Berlin, Germany in 1995. Since then, there 

have been 24 more COP, with the 26th one, COP26, taking place in November 2021 in 

Glasgow, UK.  

  

Representatives from each country who signed the UNFCCC treaty attend COP. These 

include heads of state (e.g. prime minister, president), climate experts, campaigners and 

negotiators.  These representatives for around the world come together to agree, monitor 

and review action against climate change.  

  
 The Paris Agreement 

At COP21, held in Paris, France in 2015, a historic outcome 

was reached - the first international climate agreement, 

named the Paris Agreement. The Paris Agreement states 

that countries must: 

  Reduce the amount of harmful greenhouse gases 

produced and increase renewable types of energy like 

wind, solar and wave power. 

  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 Try to limit global temperature increase to 1.5°C. 

 Review progress on the agreement every 5 years. 

 Spend $100 billion dollars a year to support poorer countries by 2020, with further finance 

committed for the future. 

Previous top down approaches, such as the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, were pushed back against 

by many countries. Therefore, a bottom-up approach was taken for the Paris Agreement. 

Each country decided what measures they would like to take past 2020 to lower their carbon 

emissions. These were brought to the table to be discussed and a final deal was negotiated 

for each country. 

The Paris Agreement is argued by some to have been a big break through: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

However, others have argued that there are issues with the Paris Agreement:  

  

  

  

 

  



 

 

 

 

COP26 

The 26th Conference of Parties (COP26) is being held in Glasgow, UK in November 2021. It was 

originally due to take place in 2020 but it was moved to 2021 due to the Covid-19 global 

pandemic. The aim of COP26 is to accelerate action towards the goals of the Paris Agreement 

and the UNFCCC through: 

 Agreeing a balanced and negotiated package that delivers the Paris Agreement and 

moves the UN Climate Change process forward. 

 All countries committing to reach net zero emissions as soon as possible. 

 Helping societies and economies adapt to climate change, particularly the most 

vulnerable. 

 Moving on from polluting energy systems, to cheaper renewables and energy storage.  

 Accelerating the transition to zero carbon transport, phasing out petrol and diesel 

engines. 

 Accelerating the green transformation of the financial system so all countries can drive 

clean and resilient investment.  

 Harnessing the innovation and commitment of all, including citizens, investors, business, 

countries, cities and regions. 

At COP26, representatives from 197 countries will come together to debate the following 

themes and decide upon united actions: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

 

Adaptation and Resilience 

To help communities adapt to, and prepare 

for, the worst impacts of climate change. 

Nature 

To safeguard and restore natural habitats and 

ecosystems to preserve the planet’s biodiversity. 

Energy Transitions 

To accelerate the clean energy transition by encouraging 

the use of cheaper renewables and storage. 

Clean Transport 

To clean our air by speeding up the global 

transition to zero emission vehicles. 

Finance 

To encourage our financials systems to be 

cleaner to unlock growth and create jobs. 


